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Principal’s Message 
Today is World Teachers Day. As adults, we all 
carry memories of our own school days. We can all 
remember those very special teachers who really 
made a positive difference in our school lives and 
learning. Teachers usually are in very powerful 
positions to make a difference. 
 
At Barwon Learning Centre, we work together to 
meet the various and diverse needs of our 
students. We endeavour to create an environment 
that is fun, safe and respectful. 
 
The partnerships with our parents and families are 
valued, as we work together to meet the personal, 
social, learning and cultural needs of each of our 
students. 
 
Partnerships with other government and non-
government agencies can also provide support 
when families are facing challenges. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
At Barwon Learning Centre, we endeavour to form 
positive links with services to support our students 
and families. Parents are very welcome to arrange  
 
to meet with people from other agencies at our 
school. 
 
This week is also National Gonski Week. What is 
Gonski? David Gonski chaired an independent 
review of education in Australia, the Gonski 
Review. 
 
The Gonski plan was designed to ensure every 
Australia child, no matter their background, can get 
a high quality education. 
 
Under the Gonski plan, all school are funded 
according to the individual needs of their students. 
 
This week, I met with principals of our base schools 
to develop transition plans for students who have 
made sufficient progress to begin the process of 
gradual transition back. These meetings were very 
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positive, with the best interest of each student 
analysed and discussed. 
 
I will be meeting with parents in the coming week to 
discuss their child’s transition plan. 
Please feel free to come and track with us if you 
have any concerns about your child’s progress or 
adjustment. 
 
Yours in Unity, 

 
Margie Hayes  
 0411 316 200 
 

 
 

RAM Funding at BLC 

Barwon Learning Centre is a School for Specific 
Purposes, Behaviour. Barwon Learning Centre has 
developed a reputation for its reparative strategies 
in working with families and children who have 
experienced intergenerational trauma and grief. 
 
The school is guided by the wisdom of Aboriginal 
Elder, Uncle Harry Walker, “Some trees need more 
water than others.” 
 
Particular focus is on literacy and numeracy, as 
well as meeting the personal, social, learning and 
cultural needs of all students. 
 
To inform the basis of the school planning process, 
the school consulted with staff and AECG 
(Aboriginal Education Consultative Group), 
surveyed students and used information from 
parents to guage the needs of the school in 
planning the provision of the best possible 
educational environment for its students. 
 
As a result of collaboration with our school 
community, our three strategic directions for our 
School Plan 2015-2017: 

 Professional Practice 

 21st Century Teaching and Learning 

 Healing for Successful Learning 
 
The total Equity funding for our school for 2015 is 
$44,844.00 comprising: 
Aboriginal Background  $1,800 
Socio-economic Background  $30,254 
Location Funding   $12,790 
 
New opportunities for our students 
Equity funding has been used to employ three 
additional School Learning Support Officers, with 
skill sets that complement our permanent support 
staff. All staff are involved in the daily literacy and 
numeracy sessions to ensure student behaviour 
does not interfere with learning. New culturally 
appropriate resources have been developed to 
assist learning. 
One School learning Support Officer with highly 
developed technology skills has responsibility for 
updating our webpage and publishing a high quality 
newsletter. 
 
The school foyer has been made welcoming with 
constantly changing displays of student work, as 
have the classrooms. 
 
How are we making a difference for our students 
The additional support staff have enabled the 
implementation of each student’s Personal 
Learning Plan. 
 
The improved attendance of all students shows the 
developments of quality relationships with students 
and their families. 
 
Equity funding has certainly enabled us to better 
meet the complex needs of our students. 
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Television - How does TV affect 
your child? 
 
Television and videos entertain us all, but for 
children they also provide a window to the world. 
That world influences their development as they 
take in messages about lifestyles and behaviour. 
 
Children need the opportunity to be exposed to a 
wide range of attitudes and behaviours and to 
experience the world outside of television. 
While children's reactions differ your child's 
age and stage of development will make a big 
difference: 
 
Children under six years have difficulty 
distinguishing fantasy from reality on TV. They 
don't follow plots, tend to focus on the exciting bits 
and don't understand cause and effect. They can 
see cartoon characters as real and are open to the 
appeal of advertising. 
 
Children from six to nine years still have some 
difficulty working out the difference between 
fantasy and reality, especially if it looks like real life. 
Boys tend to admire and want to be like the 
powerful male hero. 
 
Older primary school age children are likely to 
be disturbed by material which is based on fact, as 
it could mean it could happen to them. They are 
curious about the teenage world, sex and fashion 
and can be misled by the way boy-girl relationships 
are shown in soaps. 
 
TV can also interfere with your routines, such as 
getting ready for school, bedtimes and mealtimes, 
visitors and homework. 
 
Here are some tips for managing TV at home: 
 

 Use TV classifications which tell what is 

suitable for age groups. 

 Teach your child some responsibility for 

deciding what they watch at an early age. Help 

them to make their own ratings and become 

choosy, such as 'C' = can't be missed, 'S' = 

so,so, 'W' = waste of time. Encourage them to 

stop watching W, and later the 'S' shows too. 

 Make a rule that TV is not switched on until all 

jobs have been done. Have a list of things to do 

before school and help your child manage their 

time. 

 If programs are important to your child, plan to 

tape them so they can be watched at a more 

suitable time. 

 Decide on a bedtime for your child's age, rather 

than around the TV program. Children need to 

wind down between TV and sleep, so turn the 

volume down or off before bedtime. 

 Try to keep a mealtime TV free to make time 

for talking to each other. 
 

 
More information at www.community.nsw.gov.au 

* If you would like more information, 

see www.community.nsw.gov.au 
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At BLC… 

 

 
 
 

 


